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Big  Coin  Shows  Are  Alive  and  Well  in  NJ 

GSNA  Spring,  1999  Convention  Successful 

Major  Show  Planned  for  GSNA's  25th  Anniversary  in  2000 


One  of  many  dinner  meetings  the  GSNA  Board  holds  during  the  calendar  year 

From  left  clockwise  -  Corresponding  Secretary  Jim  Majoros,  2nd  VP  Ray 
Williams,  1st  VP  Frank  Dolan,  Roxbury  Club  Rep  Steve  Middleton,  President  Bob 
Beels,  Jr.,  Recording  Secretary  Pete  Wacker,  Watchung  Hills  Rep.  Ron  Thompson, 
New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal  editor  Arno  Safran,  and  Treasurer  Tom  Hyland.  The 
dinners  are  paid  at  the  individual's  expense.  Meeting  topics  include  Show  planning, 
club  reports,  educational  services,  Journal  update,  membership  correspondence  and 
recruitment.  (photo  courtesy  of  Jim  Majoros) 

With  a  successful  Spring.  1999  Show  behind  us,  your  GSNA  looks 
forward  to  celebrating  its  25th  anniversary  next  year  with  an  even  bigger 
convention  at  the  same  site,  the  Marriott/  Ukrainian  Cultural  Center  Annex  in 
Somerset,  NJ.  The  hall  is  located  on  Davidson  Avenue  across  from  the 
Marriott  in  from  Easton  Avenue  (aka  Cty.  Rte.  527)  just  off  1-287,  Exit  10.  The 
dates  are  June  1,  2  and  3,  2000  so,  please  mark  it  down.  With  the  end  of  the 
1900's  at  hand,  this  could  be  New  Jersey's  most  significant  numismatic  event  of 
the  year.  Convention  photos,  (courtesy  of  Jim  Majoros)  are  inside  along  with 
the  President's  message,  reports  on  GSNA  member  clubs  and  other  timely 
articles.  Enjoy! 
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President's  Message 

The  24th  Anniversary  G.S.N.A.  Convention  was  an  overwhelming 
success.  I  hope  you  had  the  opportunity  to  join  us  for  our  annual  convention 
held  this  year  in  lovely  Somerset.  We  had  so  many  compliments  concerning 
the  location  and  the  convention  facility  that  we  immediately  secured  a  spring 
date  for  the  year  2000.  Congratulations  to  Tom  Hyland,  our  General  Show 
Chairman  for  a  '  job  well  done'.  Likewise,  I  would  like  to  recognize  the 
members  of  the  GSNA  board  for  their  dedication  and  teamwork  throughout  the 
past  year.  Each  member  played  a  key  role  and  was  an  integral  part  of  the 
planning  and  production  of  the  convention. 

1  would  like  to  reflect  for  a  moment  on  my  high-note  of  the 
convention.  It  took  place  at  the  annual  GSNA  meeting  on  the  final  day  of  the 
convention.  It  was  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  present  awards  for  Numismatists 
of  the  Year  for  1998  and  1999  to  Kari  Brower  and  Steve  Middleton 
respectively  and  to  the  Ocean  County  Club  as  this  year's  receipient  for  GSNA 
Member  Club  of  the  year.  Jim  Majoros,  President  of  the  OCCC  accepted  the 
award  on  behalf  of  the  Ocean  County  Coin  Club.  Kari  Brower  and  Steve 
Middleton  have  each  worked  unselfishly  for  many  years  within  numismatic 
organizations  promoting  and  serving  the  hobby,  which  we  all  enjoy. 


On  behalf  of  the  GSNA,  we  wish  to  extend  our  gratitude  to  the 
following  individuals  /  organizations,  both  within  and  outside  the  GSNA  for 
contributing  to  the  success  of  our  convention.  The  alphabetically  arranged 
horizontal  list  is  a  lengthy  one.  My  apologies  if  I  have  overlooked  anyone. 


Chris  Connell 
Dr.  Michael  Fey 
David  Hall 
David  W.  Lange 
N.G.C. 

Bob  Rizzolo 
Tom  Stepanski  Jr. 
Pete  Wacker 


Paul  Cunningham 
Kevin  Foley 
Tom  Hyland 
Jim  Majoros 
Harshan  Patel 
Amo  Safran 
Dave  Stump 
Ray  Williams 


Frank  Dolan 
Harry  Garrison 
Sharon  Hyland 
Dan  McCarthey 
Spencer  Peck 
Steve  Sauchelli 
Dena  Tamoosh 
Diane  Williams 


Skip  Fazzari 
Larry  Gentile 
Buddy  Kellar 
Steve  Middleton. 
Paul  Pfiel 
Our  Security  Team 
Ron  Thompson 
Dave  Wilson 


Also,  a  special  thanks  to  NGC  President.  Mark  Salzburg,  and  the  National 
Guaranty  Corp.  (NGC)  for  their  ongoing  support  of  the  GSNA  organization  and 
their  generous  contributions  to  our  convention. 

I  hope  you  are  enjoying  your  summer  break  and  thank  you  for  your 
continued  support  of  our  organization.  Best  regards, 

'Kobett  /Seels  ft. 
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Clubs  Around  the  State 

News  of  past  and  Upcoming  Events  by  your  Coin  Club 

MONDAY  EVENINGS 


Forks  of  the  Delaware  Club 

meets  at  the  Lopatcong  Township  Municipal  Building  on  Cromwell  Street  in  Phillipsburg.  NJ 
the  first  Monday  of  the  month  (except  on  holidays  and  Labor  Day:  then  the  second  Monday) 

Gerald  F.  Reams.  Secretary 

The  Forks  of  the  Delaware  Club  reports  it  held  special  meetings  in  May  and 
June  in  which  Boy  scouts  were  the  featured  guests.  At  these  meetings  the  Boy  Scout 
Merit  Badge  for  Coin  Collecting  was  reviewed.  Meetings  of  the  club  usually  consists  of 
a  monthly  auction  and  a  members'  drawing  for  a  U.S.  silver  Eagle  coin.  Annual  dues  is 
only  $4.00  w  ith  life  membership  after  15  years  at  a  cost  of  half  the  dues  (or  $2.00  per 
year.) 

Sussex  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Elks  along  the  Boardwalk  on  Lake  Mohawk 

the  second  Monday  of  the  month 

Angelo  Larceri.  President 

Harry  Rescigno  continued  his  series  on  Ancients  presenting  a  program  on 
Coins  of  the  Bible  at  the  SCC's  April  12  meeting.  At  the  May  10  meeting  Frank  Dolan 
resumed  his  series  on  Building  a  U.S.  Type  Set  discussing  30  Pieces  to  200  pieces.  Ip 
June,  club  Secretary  and  newsletter  editor.  Tom  Grieves  gave  a  presentation  on  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins. 

The  club  will  hold  its  annual  Fall  show  on  Sunday.  October  10  at  the  Elks; 
their  regular  meeting  hall  on  the  Boardwalk  on  Lake  Mohawk  Sparta.  NJ 

New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

meets  at  the  Helen  Chase  Room  of  the  Madison,  NJ  Public  Library' 

the  third  Monday  of  the  month 

Ray  Flanagan  President.  Internet:coinguyfS)erols.com 

Members  attending  the  734th  meeting  of  the  NJNS  on  April  19  saw  and  heard 
Harry  Rescigno  present  a  slide-talk  on  Portraits  in  Bronze:  Coinage  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  In  May.  ANA  Education  Director  Gail  Baker  Kraljavich  spoke  on  the  ANA's 
educational  programs  including  the  Summer  seminar  and  radio  programs  known  as 
Money  Talks.  Two  of  the  radio  spots  featured  segments  written  by  NJNS  members 
Michael  Fey  and  David  W.  Lange.  At  the  June  21  meeting,  David  W.  Lange  showed  two 
videos;  one  on  the  1943  bronze  cents  originally  aired  on  WNBC  Ch.  4  in  New'  York  in 
which  Lange  was  interviewed;  the  other  a  1930  film  called  The  Medal  Maker  on  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser  narrated  by  former  Chief  U.S.  Mint  Engraver  Elizabeth  Jones. 

Clubs.,  continues  on  page  4 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  page  3) 

MONDAY  EVENING  CLUBS  continued) 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club  CLM-008 

Meets  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center  999  Lower  Ferrv  Rd  in  Ewing  Twp.,  NJ 

on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  month. 

David  Ronco,  President,  Club  mailing  address  c/o  TNC,  P.O.  Box  8122,  Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Area  Boy  Scouts  were  guests  at  the  April  26  meeting  of  the  Trenton 
Numismatic  Club  in  which  Program  Chairman  Ray  Williams,  an  Eagle  Scout  himself, 
presented  a  program  on  the  Coin  Collecting  Merit  Badge  requirements.  Different  scouts 
received  the  recently  released  DE  and  PA  quarters  along  with  a  1984  Olympic  silver 
dollar  a,  1982D  Washington  Commemorative  half  dollar  and  tickets  to  future  Trenton 
Thunder  baseball  games  donated  by  club  dealers  Dave  Wilson,  Harry'  Garrison.  Kenn 
Morrison,  Stash  Yedesko  and  the  brothers  Cliff  and  Richard  Bird. 

TUESDAY  EVENING  CLLBS 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Brick  Twp.  NJ  Municipal  Complex  on  Chambersbridge  Rd.  (aka  Rte  549) 

on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  the  month 

James  Majoros,  President 

The  OCCC  celebrated  National  Coin  Week  with  a  mini-bourse  that  featured 
14  dealers.  The  three  hour  evening  event  attracted  over  100  persons.  Free  Delaware 
quarters  and  1943  steel  cents  were  distributed  to  all  youngsters  who  attended.  Dave 
Wilson  presented  a  slide-talk  on  Howell  Iron  Works  Tokens  and  Scrip  (Allaire  State 
Park  today).  In  May,  Amo  Safran  presented  a  slide-talk  on  the  Cent  Legacy  of  John 
Reich. 

The  club  also  kicked  off  its  18  month  millennium  program  in  which  members 
can  earn  wooden  nickels  during  this  period  and  be  eligible  for  a  SI 00  Savings  Bond 
drawing  in  2000.  Nine  members  represented  the  OCCC  with  displays  and  literature  at 
the  Brick  Historical  Society  Museum.  The  club's  annual  show  is  scheduled  for  Saturday. 
Sept.  1 1,  1999 

Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club 

meets  at  O'Connors  Steak  &  Ale  Restaurant  on  Mountain  Blvd.  (aka  Rte.  527)  in  Watchung,  NJ 

on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  the  month  except  August 
Rich  Berberian,  President 

At  its  annual  club  Banquet  held  April  24.  President  Rich  Berberian  presented 
President's  awards  to  Christine  Feorino  as  WHCC  "Worker  of  the  Year"  and  to  Greg 
Heim,  the  club’s  Show  Chairman  for  running  the  club's  most  successful  show  ever.  In 
May,  Brian  Davis  presented  a  well  illustrated  slide-talk  on  Civil  War  tokens.  The  June  8 
meeting  featured  a  Buy,  Trade  or  Sell  night  among  members. 

(Clubs...  continues  on  next  page) 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  preceding  page) 

TUESDAY'  EVENING  CLUBS  (continued) 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club  #CLM-004 

Meets  in  the  Social  Hall  of  the  Demarest  Methodist  Church.  109  Hardenburgh  Avenue  in  Demarest,  NJ 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  the  month 
John  Lorenzo.  President 

President  John  Lorenzo  presented  a  program  on  the  Architectural  Medals  of 
Jacques  Wiener  at  the  club’s  annual  dinner  meeting  held  April  30  at  the  Colonial  Manor 
in  Old  Tappan.  NJ.  On  May  25.  the  NVCC  held  its  first  of  two  semi-annual  auctions  of 
the  year.  In  the  spirit  of  June.  John  Lorenzo  gave  a  slide-talk  on  the  Art  of  Love  Tokens. 
On  October  9.  the  NVCC  will  hold  a  coin  show  in  Richwood.  NJ.  Jim  Brandt  is  the 
Show  Chairman  and  John  Rosengren  (20 1  )-652-5449  will  provide  the  details  as  to 
actual  location  and  hours. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 
Roxbury  Coin  Club  #065 

meets  at  the  Roxbury  Twp.  Library,  103  Main  St.,  Succasunna.  NJ 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  (from  7:00  PM) 

Carl  Clegg,  President 

Members  Steve  Sauchelli,  Tony  Heffner,  Steve  Middleton,  Carl  Clegg,  Joe 
Burne  and  Art  Barber  set  up  displays  in  the  Roxbury  Library  and  gave  IV-i  minute  talks 
on  their  exhibits  in  celebration  of  National  Coin  Week  at  the  club's  April  7  meeting.  At 
the  May  5  meeting  Harold  Flartey  spoke  on  My  Favorite  Souvenirs  and  brought  in  a 
number  of  them  to  share  with  fellow  members.  In  June,  Gino  DeTogni  presented  a 

program  on  The  How  and  Why  of  Coin  Grading. 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club  #062 

Meets  8  p.m.  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month 

at  the  Community  Meeting  Room  of  St.  Pius  X  School  on  Ramsey  Road  in  Scarsdale,  NY 
Club  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  272,  Mohegan  Lake,  NY  10547-0272 
Julius  Turoff,  President 

In  April,  Ralph  C.  Langham  presented  an  exhibit  and  talk  on  "The  Civil  War 
Era:  The  Tokens  and  the  Money".  At  the  May  19  meeting,  P.  Gordon  Frost  delivered  a 
program  based  upon  his  extensive  research  into  "Sunken  Treasure:  Five  Ships,  Five 
Fortunes"  The  club  celebrated  its  65th  anniversary  with  a  Banquet  at  the  Riverview 
Restaurant  in  which  the  prestigious  Weidhaas  Numismatic  Award  was  presented  to 
WCCC  past  President  Joseph  F.  Recuppio.  Noted  numismatic  scholar  David  T. 
Alexander  was  guest  speaker  and  presented  a  slide-talk  on  The  Quest  for  Canova 
(1769-1823). 

(Clubs...  continued  on  page  6) 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  page  5) 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS  (continued) 

Hackettstown  Coin  Club  #032 

Meets  at  the  Hackettstown  Community  Center  on  Rte.  46 
on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  month 
John  DeRoma,  President 

The  HCC's  Fall  show  is  set  for  Sunday  October  31  at  the  American  Legion 
Hall  located  on  Willow  Grove  Street  in  Hackettstown.  For  information  on  the  show 
contact  Steve  Middleton  at  P.O.  Box  83,  Boonton,  NJ  07005 

THURSDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 
Bergen  County  Coin  Club,  #037 

meets  at  the  Richard  Rodda  Community  Center,  250  Colonial  Court 
(South  of  Voltee  Park),  in  Teaneck,  NJ  on  the  third  Thursday  of  the  month 
Dominic  Polimeni,  President 

James  Brandt  was  the  featured  guest  speaker  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Bergen 
County  and  Clifton  Coin  Clubs  on  April  15.  He  poke  on  Numismatic  Related  Items.  On 
the  following  afternoon,  April  16.  BCCC  President  Dominick  Polimeni  spoke  to  some 
68  fourth  graders  at  the  Ridgewood,  NJ  Elementary  school.  He  showed  a  video  entitled 
The  Money  Story;  then  spoke  on  the  50  states  Quarter  program  which  was  followed  by  a 
questions  and  answers  session.  On  June  17,  Joe  Pecorino  gave  a  program  on  Coin 
Collecting  in  the  Good  Old  Days. 

the  Currency  Club  of  Chester  County  #CLM-009 
also  meets  on  the  3rd  Thursday  each  month  at  7:00  P.M. 

but  now  at  the  Borough  Hall  on  the  comer  of  Adams  and  Gay  Streets  in  West  Chester,  PA 

Norman  Aspen,  club  contact  person 

Rec.  Sec.  Joyce  Aspen  writes,  "An  excellent  program  was  given  by  Harvey  Lee 
[at  the  April  15  meeting]  on  Star  notes  with  considerable  participation  by  the 
membership.  This  lecture  is  given  every  three  years  and  just  gets  better  and  better."  In 
May,  Pete  Papdeas  gave  a  most  "unusual  and  captivating"  program  showing  the 
different  style  and  size  of  print  available  to  the  type  setters  on  the  Series  of  1928  ll.S. 
banknotes.  At  the  June  meeting.  Steve  Dopirak  spoke  on  Allied  Military'  Currency  and 
Military  Payment  Certificates. 

SATURDAY  CLUB 

The  Garden  State  Coin  Club 

meets  at  ST.  Luke's  Church  located  of  Rte.  130  &  Highland  Ave.  in  Westville,  NJ 

on  the  second  Saturday  of  the  month 

Frank  Pallante,  Sec/  Treas.  is  the  club  contact  person 

The  club  reports  that  they  average  around  50  people  at  every  meeting  which 
includes  a  lively  auction.  There  is  no  charge  for  dealers'  tables. 


page  6 


New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Vol.  24.  No.  3 


Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  page  6) 

The  New  Jersey  Exonumia  Society' 

George  Skic,  President 

Steve  Middleton,  VP  and  Publicity  Chairman  P.O.  Box  83,  Boonton,  NJ  07005 


The  NJES  held  a  spirited  meeting  at  the  GSNA  on  May  1  and  discussed  the 
possibility  of  commemorating  its  20th  anniversary  with  some  sort  of  token  or  medal. 


Clubs  Around  the  State  is  a  major  feature  of  the  New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal  Each 
issue  incorporates  the  activities  of  fellow  numismatists  from  around  the  Tri  State  area’s  23  member 
clubs.  We  invite  other  clubs  to  join  this  cavalcade  of  refreshing  numismatic  accomplishments  by 
sending  in  reports  of  your  clubs  programs.  Please  include  your  club's  meeting  address,  day  of  the  week 
and  time  of  meeting,  contact  person  and  club's  mailing  address,  and  send  to  the  editor,  P.O.  Box  605, 
Lakewood.  NJ  08701  Copy  tor  the  Fall. '99  issue  must  be  received  no  later  than  Oct.  1,  1999. 


r 


Trenton  Numismatic  Club 

Annual  Summer  Coin  Show 
Sunday,  August  29.  1999 
10  AM  to  4  PM 


Hibernian  Hall  on  Kuser  Rd. 
Yardville,  NJ 

Jers  Tpke  to  #7A  West  on  1-195  to  #  3B 
Admission  &  parking  FREE! 


Ocean  County  Coin  Club 

i  ;  i  ter  Coin  Show 
SATURDAY  Sep.  11,  1999 
10:00  AM  to  4:00  PM 


Laurelton  Fire  House 


Rtes.  88  &  70  in  Brick,  NJ 
GS  Pky  s.  to  Exit  to  #9 1 .  left  on  Rte  88 

Free  admission  and  parking 


NJNJ  Advertising  Rates 


Full  page  inside  cover  $100 
Full  page  elsewhere  75 

Two  full  pages  -centerfold  175 
Half  page  42.50 

Quarter  page  25 


Photo-ready  copy  for  next  issue 
due  October  1, 1999 
Send  to  Editor,  c/o  P.O.  Box  605, 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

GSNA  Member  Club's  Show  Ads  FREE! 


Sussex  County  Com  Club 

Fall  Coin  &  Collectibles  Show 
Sunday,  Oct,  10,  1999 
10:000  AM  to  4:00  PM 
The  Elks  on  the  Boardwalk 
LAKE  MOHAWK  -  Sparta,  NJ 
Admission  is  free! 


Hackettstowm  Coin  Club 

Spring  Coin  &  Collectibles  Show 
Sunday,  Oct,  31,  1999 

9:30  AM  to  3  PM 
American  Legion  Hall 

Willow  Grove  St.  off  Rte.  46 
Hackettstown,  NJ 
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United  States  18th  century  coinage  represents  the  humble  beginnings 
of  the  United  States  Mint.  To  a  collector,  the  coinage  of  this  era  is  highly 
coveted  and  usually  expensive.  Such  is  not  the  case  with  the  1800  Half  Cent. 


Robert  Scot's  Draped  Bust  design  made  its  debut  on  the  Half  Cent  in 
1800.  The  coins  weigh  approximately  5.44  grams,  have  a  23.5  millimeter 
diameter,  and  a  plain  edge.  When  examining  the  reverse,  we  see  that  Scot  did 
not  design  his  own  reverse.  It  is  the  John  Smith  Gardner  reverse  which 
appeared  on  the  1795-1797  Liberty' Cap  Half  Cents. 

The  1800  Half  Cent  reverse  is  often  referred  to  as  the  Reverse  of  1800. 
It  also  appears  on  approximately  two  dozen  1802  Half  Cents.  This  information 
is  significant  as  it  provides  us  with  the  following: 

1)  According  to  Half  Cent  author  Ron  Manley,  The  Reverse  of  1800 
designation  is  technically  incorrect.  These  coins  should  be  referred  to  as  the 
Reverse  of  1795-1797.  Note  the  single  leaves  which  end  each  wreaths' 
branches.  The  author  agrees  with  this. 

2)  Half  Cents  of  1800  and  those  1802  Half  Cents  bearing  the  Reverse  of 
1795-1797  are  actually  a  separate  sub-type.  The  Reverse  of  1802,  detected  by 
the  double  leaf  at  the  end  of  the  right  branch  of  the  wreath,  was  used  on  Half 
Cents  from  1802  until  1808  (the  design's  final  year). 

THE  COIN  ITSELF 

Reported  mintage  is  202,908  pieces.  Only  one  pair  of  dies  was  used. 
This  leads  to  the  existence  of  various  die  states,  some  of  which  are  more 
desirable  than  others.  Earlier  die  states  have  more  dentilation  on  the  obverse 
and  reverse.  As  the  die  deteriorates,  the  dentilation  starts  to  deteriorate.  The 
die  also  develops  rust  marks  and  some  signs  of  clashing,  making  the  overall 
design  less  sharp.  Although  important,  these  considerations  are  more 
significant  for  those  looking  to  purchase  AU-50  examples  and  higher. 

(continued  on  page  9) 
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1800  Half  Cent  (continued  from  previous  page) 


Keep  in  mind  that  we  are  using  Early  American  Coppers  (EAC) 
grading  standards.  EAC  standards  weight  take  the  condition/eye  appeal  of  a 
coin  as  the  most  important  factor,  followed  by  the  sharpness/commerical  grade. 
Once  these  two  factors  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  coin  is  examined  for 
any  defects,  and  the  grade  is  netted  accordingly. 

Surprisingly,  coins  AU-50  and  higher  are  available  at  major  shows  and 
auctions.  With  these,  it  is  a  question  of  eye  appeal 

So  what  is  out  there?  Coins  grading  lower  than  FI 2  are  not  terribly 
difficult  to  find  with  some  eye  appeal.  and  price  as  most  specimens  are 
overgraded.  For  the  collector,  the  most  desirable  (and  most  difficult)  area  is 
finding  a  coin  in  the  F-12  to  EF-40  range  with  nice  color  and  surfaces. 

Here  are  some  price  ranges  taken  from  Copper  Quotes  by  Robinson,  or 
CQR:  F12:  $I00-$140,  VF-20:  $150-200,  VF-30:  $275-5350,  EF-40: 

$450-5600. 

In  conclusion,  we  see  the  1800  Half  Cent  has  a  lot  to  offer.  Chances 
are  that  these  coins  will  dry  up  even  more  as  it  celebrates  its  200th  anniversary. 
There  is  a  distinct  possibility  the  short-term  demand  and  the  price  will  increase 
as  we  enter  the  last  year  of  the  millennium. 


Greg  Heim  is  a  member  of  EAC  and  a  Half  Cent  specialist  having  authored  the  popular  and 
useful  Half  Cent  Quick  Finder 


In  Memorium 

Tom  Lawless 

(1906-1999) 

The  GSNA  has  lost  a  respected  numismatist, 
gallant  individual  and  dear  friend  in 
Tom  Lawless,  the  1995  recipient  of  the 
GSNA  Numismatistic  Ambassador  Award 

Tom  was  the  former  Master  of  Ceremonies  at 
past  GSNA  Convention  Award  Breakfasts  and 
known  for  his  fabulous  Papal  Medals  Exhibits. 

You  will  be  missed  but  never  forgotten! 


"You  Can  Look  It  Up" 

But  Did  You  Know? 

1  that  the  reverse  of  the  1833  Browning-2 
and  1834  B-1  Reduced  sized  Capped  Bust 
quarters  (1831-38)  have  only  two  gules 
(vertical  lines)  on  the  Shield  instead  of  three, 
and  there  is  no  period  after  the  C  in  25  C 
.  The  1833  B-2  is  scarcer  than  the  1834  B-1. 

2.  that  you  can  tell  a  restrike  from  an  original 
Gobrecht  Dollar  by  the  position  of  the  eagle 
on  the  reverse  If  it  is  soaring,  it's  the  original 
If  horizontal  to  the  coin's  axis,  it's  a  restrike 
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Photos  from  the  1999  GSNA  Convention  by  Jim  Majoros 
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Photos  of  the  1999  GSNA  Convention  by  Jim  Majoros 


(1)  Ribbon  Cutting  by  the  GSNA  Board:  (i  to  r)  Club  Rep.  Ron  Thompson, 
NJNJ  editor  Arno  Safran,  1st  VP  Frank  Dolan,  President,  Bob  Beels,  Jr., 
2nd  VP,  Ray  Williams,  Treasurer  &  General  Show  Chairman  Tom  Hyland 
and  Corresponding  Secretary  Jim  Majoros 

(2)  Award  winners  (I  to  r)  GSNA  Club  of  the  Year  -  Ocean  County  Coin 
Club,  Pres.  Jim  Majoros;  1999  Numismatist  of  the  Year,  Steve  Middleton; 
1998  Numismatist  of  the  Year,  Kari  Brower  and  President  Bob  Beels,  Jr. 
presenting  the  awards. 

(3)  Exhibitors  -  (I  to  r)  President  Beels  and  Kathy  Graves  present  awards 
to  Larry  Gentile  Sr.,  Dave  Wilson,  Jim  Majoros,  Bill  Horton,  with  Exhibits 
Chairman  Ray  Williams. 

(4)  Early  American  Coppers  Club  Meeting  (EAC),  Ray  Williams  chaired  the 
meeting  standing  4th  from  left. 

(5)  GSNA  membership  meeting  hosted  by  President  Bob  Beels,  Jr.  (seated 
3rd  from  left  next  to  Arno  Safran  and  Pete  Wacker,  Recording  Secretary  at 
far  left) 
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More  Convention  Pictures 


(1)  Casino  Chips/Tokens  Meeting  with  Club  President  Archie  Black,  top  2nd  from  left 

(2)  NJ  Exonumia  Soc.  Meeting  with  President  George  Skic  (bottom  row,  2nd  from  right) 

(3)  Pres.  Beels  presents  Educational  Award  Certificate  to  speaker  Mike  Fey 

(4)  2nd  VP  Ray  Williams  presents  Education  Award  to  speaker  David  W.  Lange 
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More  Convention  photos 

(all  photos  are  courtesy  of  Jim  Majoros) 
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More  Convention  Photos 

(courtesy  of  Jim  Majoros) 


(5)  2nd  VP  Ray  Williams  presenting  Educational  Awards  Certificate  to 
Skip  Fazzari  and  (6)  Lawrence  Gentile,  Sr. 
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Coins  and  the  Internet 
Editor's  Commentary 


Recently  I  acquired  four  coins  over  the  Internet.  It  wasn't  from  an 
E-Bay  auction  or  from  a  major  dealer.  It  was  from  a  mail  order  dealer  I  never 
heard  of  who  had  made  available  his  price-list  in  an  octavo  size  paper  back  I 
picked  up  at  the  GSNA  Convention.  Like  some  members  who  never  get  around 
to  reading  the  Journal.  I  too  forgot  about  this  little  booklet,  dated  April,  1999, 
and  only  got  around  to  browsing  it  in  early  June.  In  it  I  noticed  for  sale  an  1837 
Vi  Real  from  South  Peru.  Catalogued  as  KM- 168  in  the  1999  edition  of  the 
Standard  Catalogue  of  World  Coins  (1801-1900)  (by  Chester  L  Krause  and  Clifford 
Mishler.  Colin  R  Bruce  II.  Senior  editor),  this  .667  fine  silver  Coin  [struck  at  the 
Arequipa  Mint]  is  particularly  elusive  despite  its  moderate  price  tag.  When  it 
does  surface  it  usually  comes  holed  or  plugged..  This  specimen  was  described  as 
having  somewhat  rough  surfaces  but  otherwise  problem-free. 


The  dealer's  price  list  contained  an  800  telephone  number,  a  P.O.  Box 
address,  an  E-mail  address,  but  more  important  than  any  of  the  foregoing,  a 
web  site.  I  decided  to  boot  up  the  web-site  to  see  if  the  1837  Vi  Real  was  still 
available.  Not  only  was  1  in  luck,  but  the  dealer  posted  instructions  to  bring  up  a 
photo  of  the  coin  which  appeared  exactly  as  described.  I  then  began  to  scan  the 
rest  of  his  Latin  American  coin  offerings  and  discovered  a  lustrous  fully  struck 
BU  Brazilian  copper  80  Reis  dated  1 832 R,  (KM-379),  an  extremely  scarce 
1832/1  Chilean  'A  Real,  [a  .900  fine  silver  coin]  (KM-89),  in  XF;  also  an  1810 
Mexico  2  Reales,  KM-92,  graded  XF  as  well  featuring  the  short-lived  Armored 
Bust  rendition  of  King  Ferdinand  VII,  but  with  the  assayers'  initials  HJ  and  not 
the  more  common  TH;  in  either  case,  quite  scarce  in  this  grade.  All  the  coins 
were  pictured.  I  printed  the  photos  and  using  the  dealers'  (800)  number  called 
to  inquire  if  they  were  still  available.  The  dealer  answered  in  the  affirmative 
and  thus  began  an  interesting  chat  on  the  scarcity  of  Latin  American  minors. 
(See  A7/V7  Vol  24,  No..  2,  page  18.)  1  charged  my  first  purchase  and  received  the 
coins  in  less  than  a  week;  all  as  described.  In  addition,  the  items  were 
discounted  off  the  published  prices.  Not  a  bad  way  to  do  business! 


It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  fast  becoming  the  "now"  of  numismatics 
regarding  sale  and  acquisition.  For  the  dealer,  his  overhead  is  virtually  nil 
since  he  is  working  out  of  his  home  (when  he's  not  attending  shows).  For  the 
collector,  it  is  an  opportunity  to  browse  at  one's  pleasure  before  deciding. 
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by  Arno  Safran 


One  hundred  years  ago  my  grandparents  settled  down  in  lower 
Manhattan  ready  to  start  their  family.  Grandpa  had  a  steady  job  in  a  hosiery 
manufacturing  firm  which  paid  him  around  $8.25  a  week.  New  York  was  a 
bustling  big  town  even  back  then.  With  the  steady  flow  of  immigrants  filtering 
into  the  lower  east  side,  the  job  market  was  heavily  competitive  and  grandpa 
was  grateful  to  have  one. 

On  occasion,  the  pay  envelopes  my  grandfather  received  contained 
coins  and  banknotes  that  were  spectacular.  It's  a  pity  that  he  and  hundreds  like 
him  of  his  generation,  couldn't  afford  to  keep  any.  Imagine  receiving  mint  state 
Barber  quarters  or  halves  along  with  silver  certificates  featuring  the  beautiful 
allegorical  scenes  known  as  Educational  notes.  Still  fresh,  these  bills  were  now 
at  their  height  of  circulation.  Later  that  year,  the  new  $1.00,  $2.00  and  $5.00 
silver  certificates;  the  latter  bearing  the  Sioux  Indian  Chief,  "Onepapa"  would 
replace  the  Educational  series. 

For  collectors  of  United  States  type  coins,  1899  was  a  banner  year 
with  high  mintages  for  most  denominations  so,  it  should  not  be  too  difficult  to 
assemble  a  complete  10  piece  set  of  coins  dated  1899  in  AU-58  to  MS-63 
condition  (including  the  $2  Vi,  $5,  $10  and  $20  gold  Liberties.)  A  year  set  of  just 
six  coins  (excluding  the  gold)  might  be  a  more  realistic  goal  with  the  three 
Barber  silver  Liberty  Head  denominations  as  the  centerpieces  housed  in  a  six 
piece  Lucite  holder.  These  would  include  the  Indian  Head  cent,  Liberty  nickel, 
(also  designed  by  Barber,)  the  P-Mint  dime,  quarter  and  half  dollar  and  the  very 
inexpensive  1899-0  Morgan  dollar 

With  the  increase  in  entry-level  numismatists  in  in  the  past  two  years 
buoyed  by  a  healthy  economy,  even  attractive  common  date  coins  in  high  grade 
are  becoming  tougher  to  find.  Indian  head  cents  graded  MS-64  showing  75°o 
red  have  been  bid  up  to  $60  where  only  a  few  years  ago  they  were  available  at 
less  than  half  that  figure.  That  said,  an  1899  Indian  Head  cent  ,  even  in  brown 
Unc.,  if  well  struck  is  still  reasonably  inexpensive,  about  $35.  An  1899  Liberty 
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nickel  grading  AU-58  has  been  priced  around  $50  for  years,  but  that  too  is 
changing.  One  certified  MS-63  is  still  bid  at  $80  while  in  MS-64  retails  for 
around  $150.  There  is  a  fairly  big  spread  between  MS-63  and  MS-64  for  the 
1899-P  Barber  dime;  ($97  to  $170);  an  even  bigger  jump  to  MS-65  where  it  is 
listed  in  CDN  at  $625  bid.  The  writer  found  a  MS-63+  grayish  proof-like 
specimen  priced  at  $115  in  Baltimore  which  blended  well  with  the  other 
denominations  he  already  had  assembled;  this  after  seeing  a  certified  MS-67 
priced  at  $2,500  at  the  same  show;  [another  example  of  grade  rarity  being 
hyped  over  date  rarity  since  the  date  is  extremely  common.] 

Like  the  dime.  Barber  P-Mint  quarters  and  halves  dated  1899  are  fairly 
common;  the  halves  increasingly  less  so  above  MS-60.  MS-63  values  for  the 
1899  quarter  are  approaching  the  $200  figure  with  MS-64's  over  $400.  The 
spread  between  AU-50,  MS-60  and  MS-63  for  the  1899-P  Barber  half  is 
proportionately  closer;  $235,  $310  and  $600  respectively.  In  this  collector's 
view,  a  AU-58  priced  at  around  $250  to  $275  might  be  a  "best-buy". 

For  the  Morgan  dollar,  the  1899-0  is  by  far  the  cheapest  of  the  entire 
six  denominations;  bid  at  just  $23  in  MS-63;  only  $41  for  a  MS-64  according 
to  the  latest  CDN  weekly  quotes.  A  complete  set  of  the  six  denominations  in 
the  recommended  grades  suggested  would  range  from  as  little  as  $750  to 
around  $1,000. 

With  1899-P  Gold  issues,  the  best  buy  for  each  of  the  four 
denominations  would  seem  to  fall  within  the  MS-60  to  62  category  which  is 
priced  just  marginally  higher  than  AU-50  but  well  below  MS-63.  Comparative 
price  examples  are  listed  below: 


AU-50 

MS-60 

MS-63 

$2.50 

$164 

$240 

$900 

$5.00 

170 

190 

600 

$10.00 

275 

295 

645 

$20.00 

485 

510 

900 

On  average,  a  complete  1899  gold  denomination  set  grading  between 
MS-60  and  62  would  cost  somewhere  between  $1,250  and  $1,500  in  today's 
market. 

One's  total  outlay  for  all  ten  denominations  should  not  exceed  $2,500 
or  what  one  1899  Barber  dime  certified  MS-67  might  cost.  Which  would  you 
rather  have?  Considering  the  economy  and  the  current  price  range,  assembling 
an  eye-appealing  set  of  U.S.  coins  a  century  old  is  still  within  reach.  Happy 
hunting! 
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GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau 

Below  is  a  partial  listing  of  GSNA  speakers  and  their  topics  to  be  updated  in  future  issues. 
Contact  Ray  Williams  (See  below,)  for  further  details. 


Christopher  T.  Connell 
Harry  Garrison 

David  Gladfelter 

Greg  Heim 

William  H.  Horton,  Jr. 
David  Lange 

Spencer  Peck 

Arno  Safran 

Ray  Williams 

Byzantine  Coins 

Canadian  Coins 

NJ  Obsolete  Paper  Money  and  Scrip 

Red  Book  Half  Cent  Varieties 

U.S.  Large  Bank  Notes 

British  Coinage  of  Early  19th  to  Mid  20th  Century 
The  NJ  State  Quarter 

U.S.  Type  and  Foreign  Legal  Tender  in  U.S. 
New  Jersey  Coppers 

1999  -  2001  GSNA  Officers 


GSNA  President 

Robert  Beels,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  1281 

E.  Stroudsburg,  PA  18301 

Bob  presides  over  GSNA  Board  meetings  and  is  the  person  to 
contact  about  GSNA  activities. 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 
Frank  Dolan 

P.O.  Box  78 

Delaware  Water  Gap,  PA  18237 

As  1st  Vice  President,  Frank  presides  at  meetings  in  the 
President's  absence.  He  is  the  person  to  contact  if  you  or  your 
club  needs  to  accomplish  a  numismatic  goal.  He  may  refer  you 
to  another  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself. 

GSNA  2nd  Vice  President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Avenue 
Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  slide  and  Video  programs,  the 
Speakers'  Bureau  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and  other 
Awards  of  Recognition.  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club 
program  or  if  YOU  are  willing  to  speak  to  other  GSNA  clubs. 

GSNA  Corresponding  Secy. 
Jim  Majoros 

65  -  16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  publicity  and  public  relations.  He  is 
also  responsible  for  maintaining  our  membership  rolls.  Contact 
him  for  Change  of  Address,  membership  renewals,  new 
memberships,  news  releases.  Membership  info  Is  confidential. 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 
Peter  Wacker 

1321  Mallard  Drive 
Martinsville,  NJ  08836 

Pete  records  the  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings  and  is 
custodian  of  the  records  of  the  association. 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Tom  Hyland 

P.O.  Box  26 
Glenwood,  NJ  07418 

Tom  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association 
including  all  publicly  available  information.  The  audits  of  the 
GSNA  financial  records  are  available  for  Inspection  by  all 
members. 

Amo  Safran,  NJNJ  editor 
P.O.  Box  605 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

As  editor  of  the  New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal ,  Arno  is  the  person  to 
send  articles  for  publication  or  news  and  events  of  your  club. 
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GSNA  Slide  Sets  and  Video  Programs 

Below  is  a  listing  of  slide  sets  and  Video  programs  from  the  GSNA  Library.  These  sets  are 
available  FREE  to  GSNA  members  and  member  clubs.  Ifyou  would  like  to  borrow  a  slide  or  video 
tape,  contact  Ray  Williams.  924  Norway  Ave.,  Trenton.  NJ  08629  or  by  phone  (609)-587-5929 
evenings  or  weekends. 


Slide  Sets 

1  Greek  coins  from  the  6th  century  BC  to  Alexander  the  Great  (Seaby)  w/script 
2.  English  Milled  Gold  Coins  (Seaby)  w/script 

3  English  Silver  Crowns  (Seaby)  w/script  &  tape 

4  Scottish  Coins  Gold  from  Robert  III  to  William  III  (Seaby)  w/script 

5  English  Coins  from  the  British  Royal  Mint  (Seaby)  w/tape 

6  Coins  of  the  Bible  Days  (Seaby)  w/script 

7.  Coins  and  Medals  of  the  Renaissance  w/script 

8.  United  States  Coins  in  Silver  and  Copper  (Seaby)  w/script 

9  Byzantine  Coins  in  Gold.  Silver  and  Copper  (Seaby)  w/script 

10  The  Hellenistic  Monarchies  Alexander  the  Great  to  Cleopatra  (Seaby)  w/script  &  tape 
1 1 .  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  reflect  Jewish  History  and  Traditions  w/script  &  tape 

12  Mint  Errors  and  Varieties  w/tape 

13.  We  Care  About  Eagles  (National  Wildlife  Foundation)  w/tape 

14.  America's  Copper  Coinage  (1783-1857)  by  Richard  Doty  (ANS)  w/script  &  tape 

15.  The  Franklin  Mint  (no  tape  or  script) 

16  Embossed  Shell  Cards  by  Mitchell  &  Rulau  w/script 
17.  Colonial  Coins  w/tape 
18  Michaelangelo  w/script 

20  Welcome  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  w/tape 

21.  Money  In  Early  America  (ANS)  w/tape 

22.  Counterfeit  Detection  no  tape  or  script 

23.  Stamp  Collection  (Smithsonian)  no  tape  or  script 

24  Confederate  States  of  America  Currency  (ANS)  w/script 
25.  Roman  Medallions  w/script 

26  Roman  Coins  -  Coinage  of  the  Republican  Rome  (Seaby)  no  tape  or  script 

Video  Tapes 

VT 1  Ancient  Coins  and  Modern  Fakes  (ANS) 

VT2  Classic  U  S  Gold  Coins  of  the  20th  Century  (MRC) 

VT3  Collecting  And  Grading  U  S  coins 
VT4  How  to  Create  an  Award  Winning  Exhibit 
VT5  Organizing  a  Numismatic  Presentation 
VT6  U  S  Silver  Commemorative  Coins 
VT7  Video  Guide  to  Full  Step  Jefferson  Nickels 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  GSNA  has  a  list  of  speakers  that  have  made  up  a  number  of 
slide  sets  which  may  be  of  interest  to  your  club  The  GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau  appears  on  page  18 
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